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Swinney  Family 


There  is  a  very  old  and  true  saying  that  “we  may  choose  our  friends,  but 
\\  e  cannoi  choose  our  relatives,”  and  those  of  us  who  are  interested  in  this 
booklet  may,  or  may  not,  have  chosen  so  wisely  as  was  arranged  for  us  in 
the  selection  of  our  fore-parents. 

In  studying  the  history  of  the  people  of  the  Swinney  family,  we  have  just 
cause  to  boast  our  genealogy :  and  as  we  hear  or  read  of  noble  deeds  they 
have  done,  and  of  them  being  held  up  as  examples  of  purity,  honesty,  morality 
and  Christianity,  our  hearts  swell  with  pride,  and  we  hope,  that  in  future 
years,  it  can  be  truthfully  said  of  us,  that  we  hadn’t  dwindled  very  consider¬ 
ably,  and  that  the  passing  generation  may  not  mark  the  passage  from  the 
Swinney  family  of  that  monumental  courage  and  fortitude  that  characterized 
the  lives  of  our  pioneer  fathers  in  their  tight  for  existence  while  establishing 
tbeir  homes. 

May  we  think  of  the  growth  of  our  family  as  the  formation  of  a  great 
chain. 

Let  us  ponder  whether  or  not  our  greatness  lies  in  the  fact  that  we  had 
fore-parents  who  were  descendants  from  thus  and  so,  and  who  did  this  and 
that,  or  in  our  own  personal  ability  to  draw  people  to  us,  and  to  render  service 
to  our  fellowmen.  Far  better  than  to  know  one’s  self  a  descendant  from  some 
other  nationality  is  the  most  important  fact — to  l>e  a  genuine  American  citizen, 
and  while  endeavoring  to  be  such,  we  must  admit  that  other  nations  have 
produced  some  wonderful  people,  and  particularly  so  where 

“A  little  bit  of  Heaven  fell  from  the  sky  one  day, 

And  nestled  in  the  ocean,  in  a  spot  so  far  away ; 

And  when  the  angels  found  it.  it  looked  so  beautiful,  so 

They  sprinkled  it  with  sawdust  just  to  make  the  shamrock  grow ; 

Then  they  sprinkled  it  with  stars  just  to  make  it  look  so  grand; 

And  when  they  had  it  finished — sure  they  called  it  ‘Ireland.’” 

In  studying  the  history  of  this  little  country,  which  proves  to  be  very,  very 
interesting,  indeed,  we  are  not  so  much  impressed  with  the  fact  of  the  wit  and 
humor  of  its  people  as  with  the  fact  that  they  are  rightly  called  “The  Fighting 
Race.”  So  should  we  occasionally  witness  any  of  the  descendants  exhibiting 
a  remarkable  temper,  we  may  rest  assured  that  the  Irish  blood  has  not  all 
leaked  out  of  his  circulatory  system. 

But.  the  most  interesting  to  us  here  is  the  noticeable  fact  that  among  the 
very  excellent  men  brought  into  public  notice  among  the  Sons  of  Erin,  quite 
often  indeed,  we  find  the  names  Swiney,  Sweeney,  MacSwiney  and  MacSweeney 
as  having  been  among  those  who  were  quite  important  factors,  as  during  the 
reign  of  James  I  in  1602  a  MacSweeney  was  in  the  army  of  observation  and 
the  fortress  of  Dunbar. 

In  1796,  a  Sweeney  was  one  of  the  United  Irishmen  who  received  many 
accessions  to  their  ranks — a  man  of  talent  and  worth. 
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In  1798  a  J.  Sweeney  was  among  the  Catholics  sent  to  Ft.  George  and  be¬ 
came  prominent  by  the  manifestations  of  inextinguishable  sentiments  of 
nationality.  Several  years  ago,  a  Geo.  MacSweeney  was  Crown  Counsel  for 
County  Cork,  Ireland.  He  was  born  in  1805  and  is  now  residing  in  County 
Dublin,  Ireland. 

It  might  be  interesting  to  mention  here  that  Couijty  Cork  (from  where 
our  people  came)  is  the  largest  County  in  Ireland,  with  an  area  of  nearly 
2.000,000  square  miles,  and  Cork  is  its  capital,  and  is  166  miles  from  Dublin 
in  County  Dublin,  where  Court  is  held,  laws  are  made,  and  where  parliament 
formerly  met. 

In  1730  a  Terrance  Sweeny  was  a  member  of  Court. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  17th  century  during  the  “troublesome  times” — 
before  the  Williamite  War — in  1688  many  lied  from  Cork,  and  came  to  New 
England,  directing  their  course  largely  to  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania. 

In  1634  many  were  banished  from  Virginia,  because  of  their  being 
Catholics. 

Records  show  that  many  who  had  received  grants  of  land,  afterwards 
divided  and  sold  them  to  families  of  Irish  names. 

In  the  roster  of  Maryland  Revolutionary  regiments  are  4,633  distinctive 
Irish  names.  ► 

The  first  Maryland  census  was  published  in  1790  by  the  U.  S.  Government, 
and  enumerates  the  names  of  all  members  of  families,  including  Redemptioners, 
and  gives  a  count  of  approximately  40,000  Irish. 

Many  of  these  Irish  crossed  the  Channel  and  voyaged  from  English 
ports,  where  they  were  compelled  to  take  new  names — sometimes  voluntarily, 
and  sometimes  involuntarily,  for  the  purpose  of  concealment,  either  by  trans¬ 
forming  their  original  names  into  English,  or  by  adopting  similar  ones. 

Most  of  these  names  were  retained  on  this  side  the  Atlantic,  so  as  not  to 
arouse  the  prejudice  of  their  English  neighbors. 

In  complying  with  the  statue  just  quoted,  some  Irish  families  accepted 
the  doubtful  privilege  of  translating  their  names  into  their  English  equiv¬ 
alents. 

Also,  some  Irish  immigrants,  whose  family  names  were  not  changed  in 
Ireland,  their  descendants  appear  in  a  much  disguised  form  in  the  Colonial 
records. 

Through  mistakes  of  clerks  of  courts,  ministers,  registrars,  etc.,  letters 
have  been  dropped  or  inserted,  and  many  names  have  been  written  down 
phonetically. 

In  the  mutillations  of  time,  even  these  became  further  changed,  so  that 
after  the  lapse  of  time  of  a  few  generations,  the  Irish  themselves,  deliberately 
changed  their  names,  as  prefixes  Me,  Mac,  O’,  etc.,  were  in  many  families 
dropped,  and  so  Bryans  were  perhaps  once  O’Bryan  or  O’Brien,  McLaughlins 
are  sometimes  Laughlins  or  Lofflins,  and  O’Sullivans  or  Sullivans  spelled 
backward  as  Navillus,  and  McSwiney,  MacSweeney,  Swiney  and  Sweeney  may 
or  may  not  have  once  been  the  family  we  now  spell  S-w-i-n-n-e-y. 

In  1638  to  1675,  several  Sweeneys,  so  early  records  show,  helped  blaze  the 
trail  to  civilization  on  Long  Island. 

In  the  Indian  army,  we  find  a  Brigadier  General  Alexander  John  Henry 
Swiney — a  son  of  a  Major  General  G.  Swiney. 

(In  another  list  is  found  a  Richard  Charles  Garton — a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Garton,  Sons  and  Company.)) 
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Among  Revolutionary  War  records  are  the  names  of  Lieut.  James 
Sweeney ;  later  a  John  Henry  Sweeney ;  a  Thomas  Sweeney,  and  another  James 
Sweeney  of  Buck  Co.,  Pennsylvania.  , 

Some  of  these  dates  are  from  1801  to  1905.  We  have  located  Swinneys 
ir,  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania;  Dallas,  Texas:  Story  Co.,  Iowa;  Illinois;  Okla¬ 
homa  :  1  irgiuia,  and  various  points  in  Missouri,  yet  we  cannot  trace  a  relation¬ 
ship  with  all,  and  some  through  correspondence,  have  proven  to  be  of  en¬ 
tirely  different  families  unless  we  are  of  the  same  families  in  Ireland. 

So  if  these  are  of  our  own  tiesh  and  blood,  it  is  not  easy  to  decide  nor 
claim,  so  we  are  going  to  leap  the  space  of  many  miles  and  eventful  years,  .to 
places  and  people  of  whom  we  know  to  be  important  and  dear  to  us,  and  to 
whom  we  know  we  are  indebted  for  our  existence. 

In  the  early  or  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century  three  Swinney  brothers 
came  from  County  Cork,  Ireland,  and  settled  on  the  Susquehanna  River  in 
Pennsylvania.  About  1800,  one  brother,  whose  name  is  forgotten,  being  dis¬ 
satisfied  here,  returned  to  his  native  land.  The  brother,  Moses,  settled  in 
i^LowdeiQCo.,  Virginia,  and  the  other  brother,  James,  Sr.,  settled  in  Monroe 
County,  irginia.  Moses  Swiuney’s  people  are  thought  to  be  scattered  through 
several  states,  and  several  before  mentioned  are  thought  to  be  descendants 
from  this  branch,  and  it  is  a  disappointment  not  be  able  to  find  a  connecting 
link  thus  far. 

James  Swinney,  Sr.,  married  a  Susan  Hammock,  and  to  them  were  born 
eleven  children.  They  are : 

Delaney  Swinney  died  in  Monroe  County,  Virginia.  The  Swinneys  in 
Kansas  City  are  probably  from  this  fore-parentage. 

William  Swinney — died  and  buried  in  Pulaski,  Iowa. 

Martin  Swinney — died  in  Mercer  Co.,  West  Virginia.  Had  several  sons 
who  settled  in  Wilson  and  Sumner  Counties  in  Kansas. 

Vincent  Swinney — died  in-£aii?a^ifounty,  West  Virginia. 

James  Swinney,  Jr.,  died  in  Decatur  County,  Indiana — buried  near  Greens- 
burg,  Indiana, 

Annie  Swinney — married  Wm.  Wiley. 

Susan  Swinney — married  Henry  Gore,  ami  from  this  union  we  have 
relationship  with  the  ‘lore,  Armstrong  and  Kennedy  families  in  Davis  Co., 
Iowa. 

Elizabeth  Swinney — married  James  Dunn,  and  from  here  we  are  related 
to  the  Dunn  families. 

Rachael  Swinney — married  Richard  Zolar. 

Two  other  daughters  of  James  Swinney,  whose  names  are  forgotten — one 
married  a  John  Pendleton  and  the  other  married  a  John  Kneeley. 

James  Swinney,  Sr.,  died  Aug.  28,  1836. 

About  the  time  the  Swinneys,  were  rearing  this  interesting  family,  over  in 
little  Wales  a  Griffith  Gartin  was  born.  While  a  little  boy,  he.  with  his  par¬ 
ents,  came  to  Knobs,  Virginia,  to  make  a  home.  After  reaching  manhood  he 
married  a  Hannah  Killer,  of  Dutch  descent,  and  to  them  were  born  the  fol¬ 
lowing  : 

HUGH  GARTIN — married  Rachael  Millburn — moved  to  Missouri  where 
he  died  in  1865. 

URIAH  GARTIN — married  Lydia  Caspar  and  settled  somewhere  in  Ohio. 

ELIJAH  GARTIN — married  Polly  Caspar — lived  and  died  in  West  Vir¬ 
ginia. 
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WILLIAM  GARTIN — married  Millie  Sumach,  a<nd  settled  on  the  Mack¬ 
inac  River,  Illinois. 

JESSE  GARTIN — married  Polly  Henchman.  , 

DICKINSON  GARTIN — married  Clara  Green  and  moved  to  Hancock 
County,  Indiana. 

ELLEN  GARTIN — married  Chas.  Calloway.. 

MARGARET  GARTIN— married  John  Peters.  Both  are  buried  in  the 
cemetery  at  Chillicothe,  Wapello  County,  Iowa;  theirs  being  the  first  two 
graves  in  that  cemetery.  They  are  the  grandparents  of  F.  B.,  Chas.,  and  R.  J. 
Cresswell  of  Ottumwa,  and  their  sisters,  one  in  Davenport  and  Mrs.  Aggie 
Briggs  of  Mississippi. 

JANE  GARTIN — married  James  Swinney,  and  is  buried  in  the  Dunnville 
cemetery. 

SARAH  GARTIN — married  Thomas  Green. 

LINAH  GARTIN — married  Andrew  Henchman. 

GRIFFITH  GARTIN’S  wife,  Hannah,  died  Sept.  7,  1828.  He  had  one 

brother,  Nathaniel  (Natty)  who  was  a  great  hunter. 

*  *  *  * 

Now,  going  back,  we  find  that 

WILLIAM  SWINNEY — son  of  James  and  Susan  (Hammock)  Swinney, 
was  born  in  Monroe  County,  Virginia.  He  was  twice  married,  seven  children 
having  been  born  by  the  first  marriage  and  five  by  the  last.  We  have  part  of 
them,  namely : 

WILLIAM  SWINNEY,  JR. 

GRIFFITH  SWINNEY— died  in  1925,  and  buried  in  Carthage,  Missouri. 
His  two  daughters  are  living — one  in  Carthage,  the  other  in  Kansas  City. 

MARGARET  SWINNEY— married  David  George.  Has  a  daughter,  Mary 
Adeline  Swartz,  in  Denver,  Colorado. 

RACHAEL  SWINNEY — married  Andrew  George,  a  crapenter  and  maker 
and  dealer  in  washing  machines.  They  resided  in  Pulaski,  Iowa,  many  years. 
It  was  in  her  home  in  Ottumwa  where  the  mother  died. 

NANCY  SWINNEY — named  for  her  mother.  She  married  Dodge  Wallis, 
a  wagon  and  carriage  maker  in  Bloomfield,  Iowa,  in  1880,  and  later  of  the  firm 
of  Wallis  &  Langenstein.  Their  daughter  Flora,,  married  John  Langenstein, 
a  native  of  Germany.  He  died  several  years  ago  in  Loveland,  Colorado.  Flore, 
with  one  daughter,  Nellie,  are  in  Beloit,  Kansas,  and  the  two  other  daughters, 
Gussie  and  Hattie,  reside  in  Colorado. 

Wm.  Swinney  and  wife  moved  from  Virginia  to  Decatur  County,  Indiana, 
coming  to  Iowa  in  1848,  settling  on  a  farm  north  of  Pulaski.  In  1858,  they 
moved  to  Troy  to  educate  their  children  in  the  Academy  there.  Then  after  a 
few  years  moved  back  to  Pulaski. .  The  family  was  a  family  of  cinsistent 
Baptists.  Wm.  Swinney  passed  away  in  1872  in  Pulaski,  Iowa,  and  was  buried 
there.  His  last  wife  was  buried  beside  him  in  1898,  at  the  age  of  98  years. 
She  had  directed  the  making  of  her  burial  robe  many  years  before  her  sum¬ 
mons  came. 

*  *  *  * 

JAMES  SWINNEY,  JR.,  third  son  of  James  Swinney,  Sr.,  and  Susan 
(Hammock)  Swinney,  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  Virginia,  Sept.  22,  1793. 
He  was  five  years  old  when  Napoleon  fought  the  famous  battle  of  the 
Pyramids  of  Egypt.  He  was  twenty-two  when  the  battle  of  Waterloo  was 
fought.  George  Washington  was  serving  his  second  term  as  President  of  the 
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I  nited  States  at  Philadelphia  when  he  was  born.  He  died  the  year  that  Iowa 
became  a  State. 

JANE  GARTIX  (or  Garton)  daughter  of  Griffith  and  Hannah  (Killer; 
Gartin.  was  born  May  4,  1801,  in  Virginia.  This  honorable  couple  was  mar¬ 
ried  April  9.  1819.  and  in  the  State  of  Virginia  were  born  to  them  six  children: 
Elijah.  Delaney,  Sianna,  Isaac,  Gartin  and  Irvin. 

M  hen  the  Northwest  Territory  was  opened  for  settlement  this  family 
emigrated  west  to  Decatur  County,  Indiana,  on  Nov.  23,  1828. 

He  first  entered  160  acres  and  later  added  an  SO  acres.  The  father  built 
a  log  house  about  13  miles  southwest  of  Greensburg,  clearing  the  land  about 
them,  planning  for  a  home  for  his  family. 

We  are  told  that  a  daughter,  Matilda  Jane,  born  after  they  moved  there, 
was  taken  ill  and  passed  away  and  undertakers  not  l>eing  as  plentiful  as  today, 
they  were  at  a  loss  as  to  procuring  a  casket,  as  even  lumber  was  not  easily 
obtained.  So  finally  they  cut  the  desired  length  of  a  hollow  tree,  made  ends 
in  it.  after  halving  it,  and  placed  the  body  of  this  little  baby  girl  within  and 
buried  her  on  a  little  hill  near  there,  thus  starting  the  “Swinney  graveyard.” 
It  is  here  that  James  Swinney,  the  father,  was  later  buried.  We  are  told  this 
burying  ground  is  now  abandoned  and  is  in  only  a  fair  state  of  preservation. 

During  the  residence  of  the  Swinney  family  here,  seven  more  children 
were  born  to  them.  They  are  Vincent,  Delilah,  Matilda  Jane,  Caroline, 
Lucinda,  James,  Harvey  and  Minerva. 

MATILDA  JANE  (the  above  mentioned)  was  born  ApriL  18,  1832,  and 
died  June  15.  1S33. 

VINCENT  was  born  March  24.  1830,  and  died  Sept.  22,  1840,  and  buried 
beside  the  little  sister. 

After  a  time,  the  father  of  this  large  family,  erected  a  brick  house — one 
of  the  first  in  Decatur  County.  It  is  still  standing  and  is  in  good  condition, 
and  except  for  the  addition  of  a  porch  on  the  front,  it  looks  just  as  it  did  then. 

In  1846  James  Swinney  came  to  Davis  County,  Iowa,  and  entered  several 
hundred  acres  of  rich,  rolling  land  between  Fox  Rixer  and  Soap  Creek,  and, 
we  might  say.  along  the  C.  R.  I.  &  P.  Railroad  track,  east  of  the  now'  Bloom- 
fleld-Ottumwa  road,  and  two  other  tracts  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Moulton. 
Some  of  these  tracts  were  for  his  sons  who  wanted  to  establish  homes  for 
themselves  in  this  new,  rich  prairie  land  of  Iowa. 

He  returned  to  Indiana — a  twro  weeks  drive  in  covered  wagon — and  while 
preparing  to  move  his  family  to  their  new  home,  he  became  ill  and  passed 
away  at  8 :00  p.  m.  Aug.  4,  1846.  His  death  was  a  result  of  cold  contracted 
while  returning  to  his  family.  He  was  a  man  who  possessed  a  pleasing  per¬ 
sonality,  we  are  told.  That  he  was  noted  for  his  real  honesty,  and  that  he 
was  known  to  be  very  particular  as  to  his  personal  appearance.  He  and  his 
companion  were  Baptists.  He  is  buried  about  one-half  mile  from  the  brick 
house. 

The  widowed  mother  did  not  come  to  Iowa  for  a  couple  of  years.  Then 
finally  in  1848,  she  with  her  children,  Caroline,  Delilah,  Lucinda,  James  Harvey 
and  Minerva,  started  out  in  a  one-horse  carriage — a  very  attractive  one  with 
glass  windows  and  trimmed  all  around  with  fringe.  The  older  boys  took  the 
household  goods  in  ox  wagons.  Here  she  settled  on  what  we  know  as  the 
James  S.  Stark  farm,  north  of  Dunnville. 
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We  were  told  that  this  family  had  many  personal  possessions  that  most 
families  in  those  days  could  not  boast,  such  as  some  unusual  household  furni¬ 
ture,  some  real  silverware,  linens  and  decorated  china.  •  ' 

This  wonderful  mother  and  her  honored  children,  together  with  their  com¬ 
panions,  played  an  important  part  in  the  development  of  the  community  in 
which  they  settled.  Even  though  they  passed  through  the  hardships,  known 
only  to  the  pioneers,  they  were  given  to  a  hospitality  unknown  today.  Their 
lives  were  eventful  ones,  not  unmixed  with  trials  of  every  kind.  Their  lives 
were  useful  and  helpful.  Even  though  their  homes  consisted  of  only  one  room, 
oftentimes,  yet  there  was  always  room  to  welcome  both  old  and  young,  whether 
it  be  a  social,  a  singing,  a  prayer  meeting,  an  apple  peeling,  a  molasses  boiling, 
a  taffy  pull,  or  whatever  else. 

They  were  regular  attendants  at  church,  going  on  horseback  or  in  wagons, 
and  as  the  family  increased  in  population,  they  added  a  new  seat  board,  as 
needed. 

There  were  days  and  days  between  mails. 

They  spun  their  flax,  carded  their  wool,  did  the  family  weaving,  made 
their  own  jeans  and  linsey-woolsey ;  the  women  “set  up”  ash  hoppers,  run  off 
lye,  and  boiled  off  gallons  and  gallons  of  soft  soap. 

They  made  their  own  candles  for  lights. 

They  cooked  over  the  fireplaces  where  the  family  sat,  burning  their  faces 
and  freezing  their  backs  in  winter. 

When  company  or  even  threshers  came,  they  had  to  plan  and  prepare 
the  meal  after  their  arrival. 

When  company  came  for  overnight,  beds  were  made  down  and  the  men 
very  courteously  stepped  outside  until  the  ladies  put  out  the  candle  and  re¬ 
tired  ;  then  the  men  came  in  to  retire. 

The  men  had  few  kinds  of  machinery,  so  farmed  on  a  narrow  scale. 

Yet,  we  cannot  but  know  they  were  happy.  They  lived  real  lives  and  lett 
us  a  history  of  which  we  love  to  talk.  Not  one  of  these  left  his  children  a 
name  with  a  stain. 

The  daughter,  Caroline,  born  Sept.  27,  1836,  died  of  typhoid  fever  Jan.  1, 
1S52,  and  is  buried  in  the  little  cemetery  in  the  field  southwest  of  Chequest — 
on  west  from  the  Aaron  Emanuel  home. 

This  unusual  mother  cared  for  nursing  babes  for  twenty-five  years. 

She  died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Lucinda  and  family,  south  of 
Bloomfield,  on  Nov.  24,  1876,  and  is  buried  in  the  Dunnville  cemetery  beside 
her  son,  Irvin  and  his  family. 
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We  do  not  atempt  to  include  in  these  sketches  of  these  splendid  men  and 
women  all  of  the  many  and  separate  acts  of  the  lives  of  each,  but  give  a 
delineation  or  portrayal  of  a  few  touches,  conveying  a  few  imperfect  ideas  of 
the  liv  es  of  our  fore-parents  whom  the  Lord  surely  loved  and  enjoyed  making, 
else  why  did  He  make  so  many. 

Some  of  the  sketches  are  not  as  complete  as  should  be,  but  the  writer  has 
not  been  able  to  obtain  as  complete  a  sketch  as  was  wanted,  for  some  whom 
we  know  lead  very  interesting  lives  and  worthy  of  print. 

Elijah  Svvinney 

Elijah  Swinney,  the  first  born  of  James  and  Jane  (Gartin)  Swinney,  was 
born  March  2,  1819.  in  .Monroe  County,  Virginia.  In  1828  he  emigrated  to  De¬ 
catur  County,  Indiana,  with  his  parents. 

November  8,  1838.  he  married  Hannah  Stark,  and  to  them  were  born 
Greenup.  Caroline,  Josephine,  James  Wesley  and  Mary  Anne. 

The  mother  died  and  is  buried  in  the  little  cemetery  in  the  field  near 
Dunnville  where  Caroline  is  buried.  *■ 

Later  Elijah  married  Bonnie  Paris,  and  with  his  family  crossed  the 
plains  to  make  their  home  in  the  west,  settling  in  the  State  of  Washington  in 
Garfield  County. 

To  this  union  three  children  were  born,  namely,  Marion.  Eliza  and  Alcinda. 

No  doubt  but  the  story  of  the  life  and  experiences  of  this  good  man 
would  be  of  unusual  interest,  had  such  been  obtainable. 

He  and  his  second  wife  are  buried  in  a  beautiful  cemetery  in  the  city  of 
Pataha,,  Washington. 

Delaney  Swinney,  the  second  child  of  James  and  Jane  Gartin-Swinney, 
was  born  in  Monroe  County,  Virginia,  Oct.  9,  1820.  - 

When  eight  years  of  age  he.  with  his  parents,  emigrated  to  Decatur  County, 
Indiana.  Here  he  grew  to  manhood  and  became  educated  in  subscription 
schools.  Then  early  in  life  taught  school.  In  those  days,  teaching  schools 
consisted  of  keeping  order,  and  teaching  the  three  r’s  wras  a  second  requisite. 

April  23,  1843,  he  married  Lavinia  Stark,  a  native  of  Henry  County  Ken¬ 
tucky.  In  the  fall  of  1843  he  came  to  Davis  County,  Iowa,  bringing  his  bride, 
settling  in  Lick  Creek  Township — the  exact  location  of  their  log  house  being 
in  the  railroad  right-of-way  one-fourth  mile  west  of  Dunnville  cross  roads  on 
the  south  side  of  the  railroad  track. 

To  this  couple  six  sons  wrere  born :  William  Gartin,  Irvin,  James  Abner. 
Boone,  Josiah  and  Harvey  Elsworth. 

After  living  here  for  twenty -one  years,  they  moved  to  Illinois.  After 
three  years  they  returned  to  Iowa,  purchasing  160  acres  between  Dunnville 
and  Floris,  residing  here  until,  impaired  by  old  age,  they  retired  from  the 
farm,  moving  to  Floris. 

He  held  many  oftices  of  public  trust,  including  that  of  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  four  townships  in  1844. 

In  1846  he  was  appointed  first  Postmaster  in  Lick  Creek  Township  and 
held  the  same  most  of  the  time  until  1865. 
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In  187.3  he  was  again  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  holding  the  office  for 
many  years.  In  1881  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Member  of  Board  of 
County  Supervisors  on  the  Greenback  ticket.  * 

His  son.  Win.  Gartin,  served  in  the  90-day  service  of  the  Civil  War  at  the 
age  of  16  years. 

Delaney  went  to  Keokuk  with  his  brother  Harvey  to  enlist  in  the  Army, 
but  during  his  physical  test,  his  slight  defect  in  hearing  was  detected,  so  he 
was  rejected,  and  he  returned  home. 

This  remarkable  man  and  his  companion  celebrated  their  Golden  Wedding 
Day  at  their  farm  home  on  April  23,  1893,  all  their  sons  with  their  wTives — 
the  two  Lauras,  the  two  Emmas  and  the  two  Sarahs-— being  present.  The  Rev. 
S.  B.  Downing  re-tied  the  nuptial  knot. 

Delaney  and  wife  were  charter  members  of  the  Ghequest  Union  Baptist 
Church,  and  he  was  an  ordained  deacon  for  many  years  before  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  He  was  at  one  time  Moderator  of  the  Fox  River  Baptist  Asso¬ 
ciation. 

On  July  4,  1900,  Delaney  passed  away.  His  companion  survived  until 
Nov.  6.  1918,  when  she  died.  Both  are  buried  in  the  Dunnville  cemetery. 

Sianna  Swinney 

Sianna  Swinnev  was  born  July  6.  1822,  in  Monroe  County,  Virginia,  and 
*■ 

came  to  Decatur  County,  Indiana,  with  her  parents,  James  and  Jane  Gartin- 
Swinney  in  1S28. 

She,  having  two  brothers  older  and  five  brothers  and  five  sisters  younger 
and  a  mother  none  too  rugged,  necessarily  lead  a  very  busy  life,  and  we  re¬ 
member  of  having  been  told  that  she  was  almost  a  second  mother  to  them,  and 
much  depended  upon,  and  was  greatly  missed  when  she  left  the-  parental 
home  to  become  the  wife  of  Geo.  Stark  on  Dec.  12,  1S44. 

They  were  the  only  family  who  remained  in  the  old  Indiana  home  com¬ 
munity. 

To  them  were  born  seven  children,  viz :  Amanda  Jane,  Anna  Evalyn. 
Livona.  James  Harvey,  Sianna,  George,  Ira  G.,  and  Elc-ana  M. 

"When  the  Civil  War  broke  out.  George  enlisted  in  an  Indiana  regiment, 
leaving  his  good  companion  and  children  to  struggle  through,  during  the  great 
conflict.  He  returned  at  the  close  and  on  Oct.  18,  1876,  he  passed  away,  leav¬ 
ing  the  widow  to  bear  her  burdens  alone.  In  1894  she,  too,  went  to  reap  her 
deserved  reward. 

Both  are  buried  in  the  Adams  cemetery  near  their  old  home,  and  ten  miles 
from  the  old  Swinney  homestead. 

Isaac  Swinney 

Isaac  Swinney  was  born  May  21,  1824,  in  Monroe  County,  Virginia,  and 
moved  to  Decatur  County,  Indiana,  with  his  parents,  James  and  Jane  Gartin-  . 
Swinney. 

In  1848  he  came  to  Davis  County,  Iowa,  on  horseback  with  some  friends 
who  were  in  wagons.  Who  these  friends  were  and  where  they  went  is  for¬ 
gotten.  He  returned  to  Indiana  in  the  fall.  The  next  spring  he  started  out 
on  a  trip  through  Kentucky  and  into  Virginia  with  a  gang  of  men  grafting 
apple  trees,  but  their  leader  was  such  a  crook  he  finally  left  them  and  returned 
home,  and  came  to  Iowa  again  the  next  year.  For  awhile  he  taught  school, 
having  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools.  His  grandson,  Stuart, 
is  responsible  for  remembering  the  story  of  the  big  boys  having  locked  him  out 
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until  he  would  say  “treat”  at  ChrLstmas  time.  He,  being  prepared,  climbed 
the  roof,  threw  a  bag  of  pepper  down  the  chimney  and  put  a  board  over  the 
chimney  top.  He  won  the  lockout  but  treated  anyway.  ' 

He  returned  to  Indiana  and  on  May  27,  1847,  was  married  to  Oliva  John¬ 
son  of  Decatur  County,  Indiana.  Soon  after  he  and  his  bride  came  to  Iowa 
by  covered  wagon,  she  sharing  with  him  the  joys  and  sorrows  of  pioneer  life. 
He  went  to  work  clearing  his  farm  (now  owned  and  occupied  by  J.  B.  Reno.  I 
When  he  and  his  bride  reached  the  place  they  were  to  call  home,  there  was 
an  old  log  cabin  on  the  place  with  some  sheep  inside.  They  drove  the  sheep 
out,  unloaded  their  wagon  and  took  possession.  In  a  corner  he  made  a  bed¬ 
stead  by  boring  a  hole  in  each  of  two  sides  of  the  house,  putting  poles  in  these 
holes,  and  supporting  the  second  ends  of  the  poles  by  a  single  post  set  up  in 
the  middle  of  the  iloor,  opposite  the  corner  of  the  house.  A  table  was  made 
in  the  same  manner,  and  home-made  three-legged  stools  served  as  chairs. 

The  sheep  had  lain  so  much  in  the  tire-place  they  had  worn  a  hole  in  the 
back  of  the  chimney  which  had  been  made  of  mud  and  sticks.  One  noon  day 
Isaac  came  home  from  working  on  the  road  and  just  as  dinner  was  ready  to 
take  up  a  goodly  part  of  the  chimney  gave  way  and  buried  everything.  By 
the  time  everything  was  cleaned  up  and  another  meal  prepared,  he  was  not 
back  to  work  until  3  p.  in.  The  road  superintendent  wanted  to  dock  him,  but 
after  leaving  it  to  the  other  men  to  settle,  they  voted  him  full  pay. 

Another  reminiscence  is  related  when  Isaac  had  at  one  time  $40  or  $50  in 
the  house  with  which  to  make  a  payment  on  something  the  next  day.  During 
the  night  he  heard  a  noise  in  the  “lean-to”  kitchen  and  arose  to  investigate. 
Going  to  what  he  thought  to  be  the  door,  he  saw  a  man  in  the  dim  light  and 
made  a  grab  for  his  throat.  The  resulting  crash  of  glass  told  him  he  had  seen 
himself  in  a  mirror  hanging  near  the  door. 

One  day  while  going  through  the  woods  he  saw  a  wildcat  in  a  tree — a 
very  ordinary  occurrence  in  those  days — he  shot  it,  reloaded  his  gun,  saw 
another,  shot  it,  and  again  saw  another  which  he  shot.  This  he  did  without 
moving  from  the  place,  just  as  fast  as  he  could  reload  his  gun. 

On  another  occasion.  Isaac  was  going  through  the  woods  to  his  brother 
Irvin’s,  and  his  Collie  dog  treed  a  wildcat.  He  had  only  a  brass  pistol  this 
time,  so  he  climbed  the  tree  to  get  near  enough  to  shoot.  He  missed  and  the 
cat  growled  and  crouched  for  a  spring  and  Isaac  slid  down  the  tree  so  fast  he 
had  to  have  a  new  pair  of  jeans.  He  went  and  got  “Uncle”  Elijah  and  bis 
hounds,  but  after  the  cat  whipped  all  six  dogs  he  escaped. 

At  that  time  all  marketing  was  done  in  Keokuk.  At  one  time  when  Isaac 
was  coming  home,  one  oxen  died.  The  friend  with  whom  he  spent  the  night 
offered  to  loan  him  an  ox,  but  not  wanting  to  make  the  trip  to  return  it  said, 
“No,  I’ll  make  a  wooden  ox.”  So  he  cut  a  crooked  pole  and  fastened  one  end 
to  the  wagon  and  the  other  end  up  in  the  dead  ox’s  yoke.  Yoking  his  remaining 
ox,  he  reached  home  without  further  trouble. 

Isaac  was  the  oldest  stock  shipper  in  Davis  County,  beginning  about  1855 
in  connection  with  his  farming. 

He  and  his  wife  were  charter  members  of  the  Chequest  Union  Baptist 
Church.  He  was  a  man  of  business  ability  and  he  was  trusted  by  his  fellows. 

Their  children  are  James  Richard  (Dick),  Mary  Ellen  and  Ira  Malin  who 
died  in  infancy. 

Many  years  ago  this  venerable  couple  left  their  farming  interests  to  their 
son,  Dick,  purchasing  a  home  in  Ottumwa.  Before  they  left  the  old  homestead 
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they  celebrated  their  Golden  Anniversary  and  again  their  sixtieth  wedding  an¬ 
niversary.  They  lived  to  enjoy  almost  sixty-three  years  of  wedded  life. 

He  died  April  27.  1907,  at  his  home  in  Ottumwa,  and  the  '  companion 
passed  away  Nov.  21,  1922,  in  the  same  home. 

Both  are  buried  in  the  Dunnville  cemetery. 

Gartin  Swinney 

Gartin  Swinney,  the  fifth  child  of  James  and  Jane  Gartin-Swinney,  was 
born  in  Yiirginia  and  came  to  Indiana  with  his  parents,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood,  and  on  July  27,  1848,  he  married  Nancy  Carter,  of  Hope,  Indiana, 
and  soon  after  emigrated  to  Davis  County,  Iowa. 

Until  his  death  he  still  owned  an  80  acres  deeded  to  him  by  the  govern¬ 
ment. 

When  he  came  to  Iowa  there  were  but  few  houses  in  Bloomfield.  Where 
the  court  house  stands  there  was  then  prairie  land,  and  Ottumwa  was  but  a 
little  village.  • 

They  had  four  children,  viz :  Vincent,  Jasper,  Isaiah  and  Mary. 

They  lived  to  enjoy  celebrating  their  Golden  Wedding  Day  in  1898. 

The  wife  fell  and  broke  her  hip,  causing  her  death  Sept.  10,  1900,  after 
which  Gartin  resided  with  his  son,  Isaiah  and  wife  until  his  final  summons, 
March  22,  1912.  Aged  86  years,  the  greatest  age  attained  by  any  other  brother 
or  sister. 

In  1849  when  meetings  were  being  held  in  the  old  Dunnville  school  house, 
be  was  converted  and  united  with  the  Chequest  Union  Baptist  Church  where 
he  and  his  companion  were  members  until  death. 

Both  are  buried  in  the  Dunnville  cemetery. 

Irvin  Swinney 

Irvin  Swinney,  son  of  James  and  Jane  Gartin  Swinney,  was  born  in  Mon¬ 
roe  County,  Virginia,  Jan.  16,  1828.  When  a  few  months  of  age  his  family 
moved  to  Decatur  County,  Indiana,  locating  on  a  farm  where  he  grew  to  man¬ 
hood.  He  attended  the  schools  that  were  available  in  the  community  in  which 
he  lived,  and  acquired  a  practical  education,  fitting  him  well  for  service  in 
after  years. 

In  1848,  he  with  his  widowed  mother,  younger  sisters  and  brother  and 
two  married  brothers  and  wives,  came  by  covered  wagons  to  Davis  County, 
Iowa,  locating  on  land  the  father  had  previously  purchased  for  them  before 
his  death. 

During  the  year  1849  Irvin  and  Ransom  Wells,  brother-in-law,  erected  a 
saw  mill  two  miles  west  of  Floris,  where  they  sawed  lumber  for  the  building 
of  homes  of  many  of  the  pioneers  of  Davis  County. 

Later,  they  added  burrs  for  grinding  meal,  which  was  much  help  to  the 
settlers,  saving  them  long  drives  to  mills,  located  along  the  Des  Moines  River 
where  they  had  previously  been  compelled  to  go. 

In  the  winter  of  1849,  leaving  the  mill  in  care  of  the  partner,  Irvin  re¬ 
turned  to  Indiana  and  married  Mary  Jane  Carper,  a  native  of  that  state. 
When  spring  came,  they,  in  company  with  Wesley  Stark,  Sr.,  and  wife,  came 
back  to  Iowa. 

Irvin  and  Mary  went  to  live  in  a  one-room  house,  identical  with  one  that 
had  been  erected  for  the  Wells  family  on  the  bank  of  the  creek,  near  the  mill. 

While  living  here,  their  first  child  was  born — a  daughter  whom  they  named 
Viola  Caroline. 
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The  homes  so  near  the  creek  proved  to  l>e  unhealthy,  causing  malaria,  so 
during  the  summer  of  1850  they  erected  small  frame  houses  Upon  the  bluff 
south  of  the  mill  where  each  family  resided  for  several  years. 

Later,  another  child,  a  son,  William  Delaney,  was  born,  but  he  only  lived 


one  year. 

In  the  fall  of  1854,  in  company  with  his  mother  and  some  neighbors,  Irvin 
and  wife  and  little  daughter,  again  visited  Indiana  with  the  slow  moving 


team  and  wagon. 

After  returning  home,  tiring  of  the  mill  work,  Irvin  sold  his  interest  to 
his  partner. 

In  1856  he  built  a  cabin  on  his  homestead  three  miles  west  of  Floris,  that 
his  father  had  purchased  for  him.  They  moved  there  and  began  the  task  of 
clearing  200  acres  of  'brush  land.  Both  he  and  his  companion  were  energetic- 
workers  and  in  a  few  years  had  their  farm  well  improved. 

In  1860  another  son,  Ira  Malin,  was  born  to  them,  who  has  now  attained 
the  age  of  sixty-nine  years. 

In  1868  the  last  son,  Elmer  Wilson,  was  born,  but  being  very  delicate,  he 
passed  away  at  nine  months  of  age. 

Irvin  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Chequest  Union  Baptist  Church  in 
which  he  was  an  ardent  worker,  never  missing  a  service  or  the  regular  monthly 
church  business  meetings.  Aside  from  his  farming,  he  taught  one  teim  oi 
school  in  the  Dunnville  school  house,  and  in  1870  and  1871  he  was  engaged  in 
the  retail  lumber  business  in  Belknap,  still  residing  on  his  farm. 

After  the  marriage  of  the  daughter  in  1871,  the  family  consisted  of  Irvin, 

Mary  and  son  Ira. 

On  July  25,  1874,  at  the  age  of  46  years,  the  useful  and  busy  life  of  Irvin 
Swinney  was  tragically  ended  when  he  was  kicked  by  a  horse  that  he  was  un¬ 
hitching  from  a  wagon  in  his  barn  yard. 

'  The  widow  lived  on  the  old  farm  home  for  thirty  years,  or  until  Jan.  8, 


1004,  being  76  years  of  age  when  death  came. 

The  son,  Ira.  married  in  1883,  but  lived  with  his  mother  still;  lUe  of  their 

children  being  born  there  while  she  still  lived. 

Delilah  Swinney 


Delilah  Swinney  was  born  June  1,  1834,  to  James  and  Jane  Gartin-Swinney 
in  Decatur  County,  Indiana,  and  emigrated  to  Davis  County,  Iowa,  with  his 
mother  in  1848,  and  on  Aug.  16.  1849  she  married  Ransom  Wells  and  began 
housekeeping  in  a  one-room  log  house  two  miles  west  of  I  loris. 

To  this  union  were  born  in  Davis  County,  Iowa,  eight  children,  namely, 
Benton,  Matilda,  Mary  Ann,  Samuel,  James  H..  Alzona,  Amanda  Ellen  and 

an  infant,  unnamed.  ... 

On  April  11,  1864,  the  family  left  Iowa  and.  facing  the  howling  wilder¬ 
ness,  crossing  the  plains  with  an  ox  team.  The  baby,  Mary  Ellen,  was  taken 
ill  and  died,  and  was  buried  on  the  plains,  but  the  rest  of  the  family  finally 
arrived  safely,  the  following  October,  locating  in  Umatilla  County,  Oregon. 
Imagine,  if  you  can,  a  trip  behind  an  ox  team,  lasting  for  six  months ! 
After  getting  established  in  their  new  home,  Delilah  gave  birth  to  six 
more  children,  namely,  Minerva,  Charles,  Lawrence,  Eugene,  Ella  and  another 

inf<1  WWle* young  in  years,  Delilah  became  a  member  of  the  Chequest  Union 
Baptist  Church,  but  in  later  life  united  with  the  Christian  Church  with  her 
husband  and  eight  children.  Though  never  of  a  demonstrative  temperamen  , 
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she  exemplified  in  her  every-day  life  the  full  measure  of  an  earnest  Christian 
mother. 

The  winter  of  1882  and  1888  Ransom  and  Delilah  visited  their  old  home 
in  Iowa.  This  trip  was  made  over  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  lines  which 
had  only  recently  been  constructed  to  the  Pacific  Coast.  So  this  was  very 
different  from  their  first  trip  by  ox  teams  and  under  very  different  circum¬ 
stances. 

On  Sept.  9.  1894,  Delilah’s  death  came  rather  suddenly  from  blood  poison¬ 
ing.  She  was  preceded  in  death  by  six  children,  five  of  them  dying  in  infancy. 

Ransom  died  Dec.  9,  1901.  and  both  are  buried  in  a  beautiful  green  plot 
in  the  Milton,  Oregon,  cemetery,  near  the  home  where  they  lived  and  reared 
their  family. 

Lucinda  Svvinney 

Lucinda  Swinney,  eleventh  child  of  James  and  Jane  Gartin-Swinne.v,  was 
born  July  23,  1839,  in  Decatur  County,  Indiana,  and  came  with  her  widowed 
mother  to  Davis  County,  Iowa,  in  1848. 

Oct.  1,  1857,  she  was  married  to  John  Emory  Floyd  Patterson,  a  native  of 
Virginia.  He  was  born  April  14,  1836,  and  came  to  Iowa  with  his  parents, 
John  and  Margaret  Patterson,  about  1854  or  1855. 

They  were  married  near  Dunnville  by  Rev.  Francis  J.  McCune.  After  sev¬ 
eral  years  in  this  community  they  moved,  in  1874,  to  two  miles  southeast  of 
Bloomfield.  Iowa,  where  they  resided  until  1880,  when  they  moved  to  Oswego, 
Labette  County,  Kansas.  They  arrived  there  Nov.  2,  the  day  Garfield  was 
elected  president. 

In  1S83  they  moved  to  Pratt  County.  Kansas,  proved  up  government  land 
and  remained  there  until  1894.  when  they  went  to  Alva,  Oklahoma,  living  there 
until  1908  when  they  moved  to  Shattuck,  Oklahoma,  where  they  spent  the  rest 
of  their  lives. 

While  they  lived  in  Iowm,  Lucinda  became  the  mother  of  five  children,  all 
of  whom  are  still  living.  They  are  Eugene,  Parkinson,  Jennie,  Otis  and  Wilson. 

In  1863  when  the  call  came  for  more  volunteers,  the  husband  and  father 
answered,  enlisting  in  the  30th  Iowa  Infantry,  and  the  family  struggled  for 
existence  until  he  was  mustered  out  at  the  close  of  the  Civil  War.  during  which 
time  we  little  know  the  privations  and  hardships  that  Lucinda  endured,  toiling 
and  caring  for  her  little  ones  and  watching  anxiously  for  news  “from  the 
front.” 

The  couple  celebrated  their  Golden  Wedding  Day  in  1907. 

On  Dec.  28,  1910,  Emory  died  suddenly  from  apoplexy,  and  Lucinda  also 
passed  away  suddenly  at  home  June  12,  1912,  of  paralysis.  Both  were  staunch 
Baptists. 

Both  are  buried  in  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  cemetery  at  Shattuck,  Oklahoma. 

James  Harvey  Swinney 

James  Harvey  Swinney,  the  youngest  son  of  James  and  Jane  Gastin- 
Swinney,  was  born  Nov.  15.  1842,  in  Decatur  County,  Indiana. 

When  but  four  years  of  age,  he  came  with  his  mother  to  Davis  County, 
Iowa. 

He  attended  the  schools  of  his  time  and  entered  Pella  College  later,  and 
becoming  ill  of  typhoid  fever,  was  brought  home  and  did  not  go  back. 

In  1863  he  enlisted  from  Drakesville  in  Company  “B.”  30th  Iowa  1  olun- 
teer  Infantry.  15th  Army  Corps,  and  went  into  training  at  Keokuk.  He  was 
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with  Sherman’s  Army  on  his  famous  “March  to  the  Sea.”  He  was  in  the 
battles  of  Helena.  Arkansas,  Arkansas  Post.  Chickasaw  Bayon.  Miss.,  Jackson, 
Miss..  Bis  Black  River,  the  Vicksburg  campaign,  and  many  other  important 
engagements  until  in  the  historic  “Battle  Above  the  Clouds,”  and  at  Missionary 
Ridge  in  Tennessee,  he  was  wounded  in  the  left  leg  late  in  the  afternoon  on 
Xov.  2o,  1S63.  Here  he  laid  all  night  suffering  and  weak  from  the  loss  of 
blood  and  from  hunger.  The  next  day  his  bosom  friend.  J.  X".  Rector,  hunted 
and  found  him,  having  been  left,  supposedly  dead  upon  fhe  battlefield.  He 
was  lying  against  a  tree,  apparently  near  death. 

Mr.  Rector  emptied  corn  bread,  hard  tack  and  fat  meat  (but  the  soldiers 
had  another  name  for  it)  from  his  haversack,  and  invited  Harvey  to  eat,  which 
h<j  did  so  ravenously  that  he  had  almost  finished  the  refreshing  meal  before  he 
thought  to  divide  with  the  one  who  gave  it.  But  he  always  declared  that  this 
friend  saved  his  life. 

Thru  the  efforts  of  Xels  (J.  X.  Rector)  Harvey  was  removed  to  temporary 
headquarters  where  first  aid  was  given,  then  taken  back  to  Keokuk  to  the  Army 
Hospital  in  the  old  Estes  building,  only  recently  razed.  Here  they  insisted 
upon  amputating  his  limb,  but  he  objected,  so  the.v  compromised  by  sawing  out 
four  inches  of  his  shin  bone  in  which  the  bullet  was  lodged.  This  they  did 
while  he  sat  on  his  bedside  helping  hold  his  leg  steady  across  the  other  knee. 

Finally  he  was  able  to  come  home  on  furlough  to  visit  his  mother  and 
sister  Minerva,  and  others  as  well,  and  upon  his  return  to  the  hospital  was 
informed  that  he  was  physically  unfit  to  return  to  his  regiment.  He  watched 
his  chance  to  get  away,  went  to  Xew  York,  took  a  boat  and  went  by  water 
down  to  Savannah  and  finally  found  his  regiment.  Being  unable  to  march 
with  his  men.  he  was  commissioned  as  Orderly  for  General  Stone,  carrying 
messages  back  and  forth  from  headquarters  to  headquarters. 

He  went  with  his  regiment  on  to  the  Sea  and  in  the  grand  review  before 
Lincoln  in  Washington.  D.  C. 

After  his  return  home,  the  mother  did  not  again  open  her  own  home,  so 
he  stayed  mostly  at  the  home  of  Isaac,  helping  with  buying  and  driving  cattle 
to  market,  making  ox  cart  trips  to  Keokuk  for  milling  and  other  necessities. 

On  June  IS.  18(58.  he  was  married  to  Mary  Elizabeth  Echard,  a  native  of 
Vriginia,  who  had  refuged  north  during  the  war  and  made  her  home  with  her 
half  sister,  Mrs.  George  Ware,  where  the  wedding  took  place  with  Rev.  John 
Price  officiating. 

He  had  built  a  one  and  a  half  story  frame  house  on  his  140  acre  farm,  the 
buildings  on  the  40  acres  his  mother  deeded  him.  and  here  they  began  house¬ 
keeping.  In  this  home  their  children  Effie  Iona,  Orville,  Francis  Marion, 
Emma  and  Roy  were  born. 

The  aged  mother  made  her  home  here  part  of  the  time  while  she  lived. 

In  1871,  when  the  Rock  Island  Railroad  was  built,  he  received  an  appoint¬ 
ment  as  Chequest  Postmaster. 

About  1883  and  1884  his  wife’s  health  became  such  that  Drs.  Selinan  and 
Greenleaf.  pioneer  physicians,  advised  a  new  climate,  so  he  sold  his  home  to 
Gartin  Swinney  and  emigrated  to  Pratt.  Kansas,  wintering  in  a  dugout.  In 
the  spring  with  his  family  and  the  Duane  Hull  family,  formerly  from  Iowa, 
moved  in  covered  wagons  to  Scott  County,  in  western  Kansas,  where  Harvey’ 
entered  160  acres  of  government  land.  Here  as  in  his  first  home,  the  railroad 
company  built  a  road  across  his  free  claim. 

While  residing  in  Kansas,  he  was.  against  his  will,  elected  to  the  office  of 
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County  Commissioner  on  the  Republican  ticket,  but  refused  to  qualify. 

His  wife’s  health  improved  rapidly,  and  seeing  that  some  dime  must 
elapse  before  schools  would  open  for  his  children,  he  returned  to  Iowa  and 
purchasing  the  J.  Heady  farm  west  of  Dunnville  church  one-half  mile  from 
their  first  home ;  residing  there  until  1903,  they  being  left  alone  on  the  farm, 
then  retired  to  Bloomfield,  residing  there  until  in  the  surqmer  of  1917,  he  was 
stricken  with  paralysis  which  resulted  in  his  death  Sept.  12,  1917. 

Harvey  was  always  a  booster  for  any  upbuilding  community  project.  He 
was  one  of  the  organizers  and  the  first  president  of  the  Davis  County  Old 
Settlers’  Association ;  served  for  a  time  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Lick  Creek 
Township. 

He  was  a  great  reader,  which  enabled  him  to  intelligently  discuss  most 
subjects  of  interest  to  the  general  public. 

At  fifteen  years  of  age  he  was  converted  and  became  a  member  of  the 
Chequest  Union  Baptist  Church  and  of  which  in  later  years  his  entire  family 
became  members.  In  later  life  Harvey  was  ordained  a  Deacon  in  his  church, 
served  as  such  until  his  death. 

The  companion  passed  away  March  11,  1925,  in  the  home  of  her  daughter, 
and  both  are  buried  in  the  Dunnville  cemetery. 

Minerva  Swinney 

Minerva  Swinney,  the  youngest  child  of  James  and  Jane  Gartin-Swinney, 
was  born  May  30,  1844,  in  Decatur  County,  Indiana. 

She  was  twenty-five  years  younger  than  Elijah,  the  oldest  child. 

When  a  mere  babe  her  father  died  and  at  four  years  of  age  made  the  trip 
with  her  mother  and  brother  and  sisters  to  Davis  County,  Iowa,  where-she  grew 
to  womanhood.  She  attended  the  common  schools  available  in  her  time. 

When  her  brother  Harvey  entered  the  Army  she  and  her  mother  were  left 
alone  and  endured  the  hardships  known  only  to  a  widowed  mother  and  young 
daughter  under  such  conditions  existed  then. 

When  the  war  was  over,  the  brother  being  unable  to  do  hard  manual 
labor,  and  the  mother  broken  in  health,  the  home  was  broken  up  and  Minerva 
lived  mostly  with  Isaac  and  family  until  Harvey  was  married,  wrhen  she  made 
her  home  with  them,  until  Dec.  18,  1870,  she  was  married  to  Glocester  Vorhis 
in  the  home  of  her  brother  Harvey. 

They  went  to  housekeeping  on  the  old  Turpin  farm — the  house  standing 
back  in  the  field  south  of  the  Petefish  house.  Here  their  first  chilid,  Minnie, 
was  born. 

They  next  lived  on  the  farm  known  as  the  Andrew  Dunn  farm  west  of  the 
Bloomfield-Ottumwa  road.  Again  they  moved  to  the  farm  now  owned  by  Aaron 
Emanuel,  finally  purchasing  a  home' of  their  own  four  miles  west  of  Bloom¬ 
field,  where  they  reared  their  six  children,  Minnie,  Vona,  Efiie,  Clarence,  Lola 
and  Mattie,  ail  of  whom  are  living. 

When  advanced  in  years  they  retired  to  Bloomfield. 

Both  were  members  of  the  Chequest  Union  Baptist  Church,  later  trans¬ 
ferring  their  membership  to  the  Bloomfield  Baptist  Church.  They  celebrated 
their  Golden  Wedding  Anniversary  in  1921 

Minerva  passed  aaway  at  her  home  Nov.  18,  1926,  at  the  age  of  83  years 
and  is  buried  in  the  Bloomfield  cemetery. 

Her  companion  still  resides  in  Bloomfield,  where  his  daughter,  Efiie,  cares 
for  him.  He  is  the  only  survivor  in  the  family  of  his  generation. 
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The  writer  feels  that  special  mention  should  be  made  of  Frank  L.  Swinney, 
Dessa  Walker,  Ira  G.  Stark,  Stuart  L.  Swinney,  Carrie  Swinney,  Ira  Swinney, 
Ella  Y\  ill.  Wilson  Patterson.  lae  Swinney,  and  Effie  yorliis  for  their  coopera¬ 
tion  in  securing  the  records  of  their  respective  families  as  follows. 


Elijah’s  Family 

Mary  Jane — married  David  Greiner,  and  her  children  are  David,  Jr., 
dead;  Elijah,  dead:  Alice,  last  heard  of  in  Walla  Walla,  Washington — she  mar¬ 
ried  Elisha  Hearn  and  her  children  are  Herbert,  address  not  found :  Mrs.  Steve 
Chandler.  Dayton,  Washington,  and  Edward  Hearn.  Hollywood,  California,  a 
movie  actor. 

Mrs.  Eaton — address  and  number  of  children  unknown. 

Greenup — married  Catherine  Smith  and  they  had  an  adopted  daughter. 
Green  died  a  few  years  ago,  and  Catherine  still  resides  in  Pomeroy,  Washing¬ 
ton.  Caroline,  dead.  She  married  a  Wm.  Hockersmith  and  they  had  three 
children,  viz :  James  Wesley,  of  Winchester.  Idaho ;  a  daughter,  Laura,  de¬ 
ceased ;  Francis,  who  was  twice  married  and  has  one  son:  James  W.  had  a  son. 
Delbert  who  served  in  the  World  War  and  was  on  a  transport  sunk  by  the 
Germans,  but  he  was  rescued:  James  Wesley,  born  Aug.  17,  1846,  in  Davis 
County,  Iowa — married  Lottie  Ann  Dunn  May  31,  1864  in  Lane  County. 
Oregon:  she  died  May  25.  1889;  they  had  five  children,  Anna  Bell.  Walter  and 
Laura  May,  all  passing  away  in  the  same  year  as  the  mother,  from  March  30 
to  May  25,  1889.  Nettie  Catherine  Schlegel  of  Clayton,  Washington,  and 
Frank  Leslie  of  Dayton.  Washington. 

Nettie’s  children  are  Agnes  Brooks  of  Plaeeville,  California :  Ethel,  dead ; 
George  of  Walla  Walla:  James,  dead:  and  Dorothy,  who  married  an  O’Orr 
and  again  married  Gilbert  Hundleby  and  they  have  a  daughter,  Wanda ;  they 
live  in  Los  Angeles. 

Frank  Leslie  was  born  Aug.  9,  1878.  He  married  Lola  Dell  Kneflf,  April 
4,  1900.  To  them  were  born  Jack  Bliss,  Jan.  18,  1904,  and  died  Sept.  12,  1904. 
Josie  Evlyn  Crossler  has  two  girls,  Bonnie  E.  and  Iris  May,  all  of  Dayton. 
Frankie  May,  born  April  2,  1908,  and  died  Nov.  17,  1920,  and  Nettie  Carmen, 
born  May  11,  1912.  She  is  still  at  home. 

Frank  Leslie  was  a  Spanish- American  soldier.  His  wife  and  child  are 
buried  in  Dayton,  Washington,  as  are  the  father  and  mother.  Josephine 
married  Elijah  Breeding;  died  at  Dayton  and  buried  at  Farmington,  Washing¬ 
ton.  Fannie,  dead. 

Marion,  married  but  had  no  children.  Both  are  dead. 

Eliza,  married  John  Fanning — both  are  dead.  They  have  twin  sons,  Ed¬ 
ward  and  Francis,  of  Spokane,  Washington. 

Alcinda.  married  Andy  McGuire  (dead.)  She  died  Dec.  25,  1928,  and  they 
are  buried  at  Clarkston.  Washington.  They  had  two  children,  Laura  and 
Andy,  Jr.,  of  Pomeroy,  Washington. 

From  the  foregoing,  we  have  accounted  for  twenty-three  direct  descendants 
living,  of  Elijah’s  family  and  we  are  sure  there  are  several  not  located. 
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Delaney  Swinney’s  Family 

Win,  Gartin,  born  Dec.  29,  1846:  married  Sarah  Garretson^  Dec.  23,  i860. 
William  G.  died  Nov.  25,  1906.  Both  are  buried  in  the  Dunville  cemetery. 

Irvin,  born  June  17,  1849;  married  Emma  Davis  Dec.  24,  1876.  They  have 
a  son,  Elroy,  of  Limby,  Iowa.  He  married  Bessie  Lepper,  and  they  have  a  son. 
Charles,  born  Jan.  11,  1915.  Irvin  died  Nov.  16,  1907,  and  is  buried  at  Floris. 
His  widow  resides  in  Des  Moines. 

James  Abner  was  born  May  13,  1852;  married  Sarah  Hastings,  April  21, 
1882.  They  have  a  daughter,  Dr.  Ethel  Wheeler,  of  Centerville,  Iowa,  born 
Oct.  23,  1883.  James  A.  died  March  4,  1922,  and  is  buried  at  Floris,  Iowa.  His 
wife  lives  in  iFloris. 

Boon  Swinney  was  born  Nov.  9,  1854.  He  married  Emma  Heady,  Jan  5, 
1879.  To  them  one  daughter,  Odessa,  was  born  Dec.  25,  1881.  She  married 
Chas.  E.  Walker,  June  16,  1903,  and  they  have  a  daughter,  Helen,  born  March 
11,  1913. 

Emma  died  in  Bloomfield  Aug.  11,  1918.  Some  years  later  Boon  married 
Mrs.  Anna  Ivratzer,  and  on  April  3,  1929,  Boon  died  following  a  stroke  of 
paralysis.  He  is  buried  in  Bloomfield. 

Josiah  was  born  Nov.  28,  1857 ;  married  Laura,  Heady  Dec.  31,  1879.  He 
was  a  teacher,  an  ordained  Baptist  minister  and  a  successful  practicing 
physician.  He  died  March  22,  1919,  and  is  buried  in  Bloomfield. 

Their  only  son,  Dossa,  born  July  4,  1884;  married  Maude  Scarpino.  To 
them  were  born  Harry  Lee,  March  22,  1917 ;  Robert  Dwayne,  born  Oct.  5,  1920 ; 
Harriet  Marie,  born  March  22,  1927.  They  reside  at  Klamath  Falls,  Oregon. 

Harvey  Elsworth  was  born  Jan.  28,  1863;  married  Laura  Hale,  Aug.  3, 
1884.  To  them  one  son,  Roscoe  Conklin,  was  born  Oct.  4,  1885;  died  Dec.  21, 
1897,  of  membraneous  croup.. 

Harvey  E.,  died  April  14,  1913,  and  is  buried  in  the  Dunnville  cemetery. 
The  wife  resides  in  Floris. 

These  six  sons  and  brothers  were  all  born  in  Davis  County,  Iowa. 

In  this  family  of  Delaneys  we  have  nine  living  descendants. 

Sianna’s  Family 

Amanda  Jane,  born  Jan.  19,  1845 ;  died  in  young  womanhood ;  buried  in 
Indiana. 

Anna  Evalyn,  born  in  1847.  Married  John  Hedrick.  Had  three  children. 
Dead. 

Livona,  born  Dec.  11,  1849.  Married  Eli  Ingram,  and  they  had  six  children. 

James  Harvey,  born  July  23,  1852.  Died  in  infancy. 

Sianna  George  (Tiny)  was  born  March  9,  1854.  Married  Rudolph  Golay 
and  have  six  children.  Have  only  names  of  two  sons,  Melvin  and  Alvin. 

Ira  G.,  born  May  17,  1856 ;  married  Alice  May  Griffey.  They  have  three 
sons,  Orloff  F.,  of  Kansas  City ;  Orthell.  of  Kankakee,  Ill.,'  and  Russell,  of 
Nashville,  Tennesse.  The  last  named  was  in  the  World  War. 

Ira  G.  was  voted  an  Honorary  Member  of  his  father’s  regiment.  He  is  the 
only  one  of  the  seven  children  living.  He  lives  in  Indiana. 

Elcana  M.,  born  Sept.  15,  1857 ;  married  Maud  Fice,  and  they  had  two 
children. 

There  are  thirty-three  living  descendants  of  this  family. 
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Isaac’s  Family 

Mary  Ellen,  born  Feb.  11,  1849:  married  O.  F.  Briggs  who  died  in  Oct.. 
1925,  and  is  buried  in  Ottumwa  cemetery.  Mollie  resides  in  the  old  home  place 
in  Ottumwa. 

James  Richard,  born  March  24.  1851 :  married  Martha  LaForce,  who  died 
in  1925,  and  is  buried  in  Agency  cemetery.  Their  children  are  Stuart,  of 
Cincinnati,  Ohio.  He  married  Martha  Faris.  They  have  two  daughters, 
Esther  and  Beulah.  He  is  an  ex-service  man.  The  other  children,  Frank, 
Helen  and  Stanley,  are  in  California.  The  latter  sails  on  U.  S.  S. 

James  Richard,  or  Dick,  makes  his  home  with  Stuart  and  family. 

Ira  Malin  was  born  in  1856  and  died  in  1857  and  is  buried  in  the  Dunn- 
ville  cemetery. 

There  are  eight  living  descendants. 

Gartin’s  Family 

Vincent,  born  Jan.  13.  1850;  died  Nov.  24.  1858.  Buried  beside  the  parents 
at  Dunnville. 

Isaiah,  born  Dec.  28.  1853:  married  Carrie  Weidman,  Dec.  2,  1890;  died 
March  9,  1928,  and  buried  in  Bloomfield.  Carrie  resides  in  Bloomfield,  Iowa. 

Jasper,  born  April  30.  1805;  married  Dona  Snell.  Died  July  14,  1888. 

Buried  at  Dunnville. 

Mary  was  born  Oct.  25.  1857.  Married  Norman  Bride,  April  14,  1870. 

Her  children  are  Melissa,  born  July  14,  1877;  Jesse,  born  April  13,  1880, 

Charley,  born  June  10,  1883;  Roy,  deceased;  Ruth,  born  Dec.  9,  1890,  and 
Leslie,  born  Sept.  10,  1893. 

Melissa  married  Henry  Bockerman  and  they  reside  at  Cambridge,  Neb. 
Her  children  are  Virgil,  Edwin.  Ruth.  Leona,  Opal  and  Victor,  deceased. 

Jesse’s  children  are  Pauline,  Verna  Pearl.  Stanley  Wayne,  Robert  and 
George,  all  of  Davis  County. 

Charley’s  children  are  La  Verne,  Vernett  and  Raymond,  all  of  Davis  Co. 

Ruth  Bride  Lauth’s  children  are  Richard,  Helen  and  Andrew.  Jr.,  of  Fair- 
field.  Iowa. 

Leslie’s  children  are  Dorothy,  Doris.  Dale.  Donald.  Norman  Leslie,  Dan¬ 
iel  and  Darrel.  He  married  Edna  Catou  Dec.  25.  1913,  and  they  live  at  Eldon. 

Jesse  Bride  married  Daisy  Suiters,  May,  1917. 

Charley  married  Effie  Watts  in  1907. 

Ruth  married  Andrew  Lauth  in  June,  1910. 

Gartin  has  twenty-eight  living  descendants. 

Irvin’s  Family 

Ira  M.,  born  Feb.  24,  1800 ;  married  Ida  Stodgill.  March  21.  1883,  and  to 
them  were  born  May,  Fay,  Frankie,  Xeia,  Hazel.  Lois.  Fred,  Carl  and  Irvin, 
and  a  girl  deceased.  Ira  and  wife  live  in  Agency,  Iowa. 

May,  married  John  Prather,  and  the  have  two  daughters.  They  reside  in 

Oklahoma. 

Fay  married  Milo  Foster  and  they  have  three  sons.  Donald,  Doy  and 
Wayne.  They  reside  in  Ottumwa. 

Frankie  married  Chas.  Harward.  They  live  in  Floris.  Hazel  married 
Ira  Wilkinson ;  they  are  in  Wichita  Falls,  Texas.  Fred  is  in  Shattuck,  Okla¬ 
homa.  Irvin  married  and  has  one  child  and  lives  near  Ottumwa.  Carl  mar¬ 
ried  and  lives  in  Ottumwa.  Lois  is  at  home.  Xeia  in  Ottumwa 
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Viola  was  bom  Dec.  31.  1850;  married  L.  H.  Hughes,  July  13,  1871.  He 
died  Sept.  29,  1927.  Burial  in  Ottumwa  cemetery.  They  had  live  children, 
I  rank,  dead;  Bert,  a  victim  of  the  Des  Moines  River;  both  are  buried  beside 
the  father. 

Gertrude  married  M.  M.  Moffit  and  they  have  three  children,  Lewis  Dor¬ 
othy  and  Marjorie,  all  at  borne  in  Ottumwa.  Bonnie  married  Ben  Criley,  who 
died  several  years  ago.  Her  two  sons  are  Ben  Jr.,  of  New  York  Cty,  and  Her¬ 
bert,  of  Chicago. 

Roxy  married  Phil  Linehauser.  They  have  a  daughter,  Kathleen.  All 
live  in  Ottumwa. 

William  Delaney,  born  Oct.,  1853,  and  died  Oct.  10,  1854. 

Elmer  Wilson,  born  Oct.  15,  1868;  died  July  21,  1869.  Buried  beside  his 
parents  in  Dunnvile  cemetery.i 

There  are  twenty-seven  descendants  living  of  Irvin  Swinney’s. 

Delilah’s  Family 

Thomas  Benton,  born  July  14,  1850:  married  Julia  Benson  in  1873.  She 
died  in  1880,  then  in  1884  he  married  Angie  Jorden,  who  died  Nov.  26,  1927. 
All  are  buried  at  Pendleton,  Oregon. 

Matilda  Jane,  born  March  23,  1853 ;  died  Oct.  1,  1857.  Buried  at  Duhnville. 

Infant  girl,  not  named,  buried  in  same  grave. 

Mary  Ann,  born  Jan.  28,  1855 ;  married  Jas.  H.  Wilson  in  1874.  She  died 
July  6,  1923.  Both  are  buried  in  Walla  Walla. 

Samuel,  born  Jan.  27.  1856 :  died  Oct.  25,  1856.  Buried  in  Dunnville. 

Riley,  born  March  22.  1858 :  died  May  27.  1880.  at  Virginia  City,  Nevada. 

James  H.,  born  Jan.  12,  1860;  married  Mamie  Long  in  1884.  Died  Feb.  21, 
1904,  and  is  buried  in  Milton,  Oregon. 

Alzona,  born  July  8,  1861;  married  Wm.  Schaeffer  in  1880.  Died  Aug. 
27,  1924. 

Both  vault  entombment  at  Portland  Oregon  Crematorium. 

Amanda  Ellen,  born  Feb.  18,  1863;  died  while  crossing  the  plains  June 
17,  1864. 

Minerva  Caroline,  born  June  7,  1865;  married  D.  W.  Bowman  in  1885. 
Lives  in  Weiser,  Idaho. 

Infant  girl  born  and  died  in  1866.  Buried  in  an  old  cemetery  near  Milton, 
Oregon. 

Charles  E.,  born  Nov.  28,  1868 ;  married  Alice  Paul  in  1892.  Lives  near 
Pendleton,  Oregon. 

Lawrence  Eugene,  horn  Dec.  10,  1870;  married  Addie  Milligan.  Lives  at 
Milton,  Oregon. 

Ella,  born  Feb.  2,  1873 ;  married  Leonard  Will’  in  1889.  Lives  at 
Jennings,  Lodge,  Oregon. 

There  are  four  children  living  and  one  hundred  thirty-two  direct 
descendants  of  this  Delilah  living. 

Lucinda’s  Family 

Lawrence  Eugene,  born  July  10,  1858;  married  Eva  Lillabridge.  Had  one 
daughter,  Mable  Tubb.  who  died  Nov.  30,  1926,  leaving  four  boys  who  live  with 
Eugene  and  Eva  in  Shattuck,  Oklahoma. 

James  Parkinson,  born  Sept.  14.  1860:  married  Jennie  McLaughlin  and 
have  two  children,  Orpha,  at  home,  and  Clyde,  married  and  has  one  daughter. 
All  are  near  Pratt,  Kansas. 
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Euila  Jane  (Jennie)  born  May  15,  1862.  She  married  Geo.  M.  Partridge. 
They  have  eight  children:  Guy  ().,  Roy  O.,  who  was  with  the  89th  Division 
A.  E.  F.  World’s  War;  E.  Grace,  at  home;  Vernon  S.,  Floyd  L.. ‘Leron  B.,  Cleo 
K„  and  Gladys  Lulu  at  home.  They  are  nicely  situated  in  Hutchinson,  Kansas. 

Otis  Harvey,  born  March  22.  1867,  and  married  Myrtle  Holder.  Their 
children  are  Elberta.  of  Higgins,  Texas:  Lora  and  Frank  at  home,  and  Floris 
Aldridge,  of  Tulsa,  Oklahome.  The  family  resides  in  Viei,  Oklahoma. 

John  Wilson,  born  June  19,  1870.  He  and  his  wife  Cora  reside  in  Shattuck. 
They  have  six  children.  The  oldest  daughter,  Sadie,  married  A.  E.  Hardy  and 
they  have  one  child,  Hugh  Wilsie.  They  live  in  Oklahoma  City.  "Wilsies 
children  are  Delia,  Luviele,  Byrdie  Elberta.  Floyd.  Verdin  and  Elina. 

In  this  family  are  fifty  living  descendants. 

James  Harvey’s  Family 

Effie  Iona,  bom  Aug.  1,  1871;  died  Aug.  23,  1871.  Buried  in  Dunnville 
cemetery. 

Orville  Treavy,  born  March  20,  1873;  married  Lydia  Warriner  April,  1896. 
Lives  in  Bentonsport,  Iowa. 

Francis  Marion  (Top),  born  May  13,  1875;  married  Ada  Boyd,  Jan.  30, 
1898.  They  have  two  children,  Arden  Robert,  born  July  5,  1S99,  of  Burlington, 
and  Francis  Fae  Swinney,  born  Jan.  1,  1901,  at  home.  All  of  Davis  County, 
Iowa. 

Emma  Grace,  born  July  26,  1878;  married  Emmett  L.  Walker,  March  7, 
1906.  Has  two  sons,  Goldson  Swinney,  born  Feb.  25,  1907,  and  Emmett  Law¬ 
rence,  Jr.,  born  Nov.  12  1910.  Emma  was  adopted  as  an  honorary  member  of 
her  father’s  regiment,  the  30th  Iowa. 

Roy  Goldson,  born  Aug.  21,  1881;  married  Minnie  Shaw,  June  24,  1908. 
Has  one  daughter,  Willa  Mae,  born  March  23,  1909.  Roy  is  a  practicing 
physician  in  Richland,  Iowa.  He  is  the  youngest  son  of  his  generation. 

There  are  nine  direct  descendants  living  of  this  family. 
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Minnie,  born  Nov.  11,  1871;  married  J.  C.  Harter  June  7,  1893.  They  had 
two  children,  Eulalia  lone,  born  July  30.  1897,  and  died  June  12.  1913,  and 
J.  La  Verne,  born  Aug.  29,  1899;  married  Florence  Hill,  of  Chamberlain.  S.  D., 
Aug.  9,  1924.  Their  daughter,  Mary  Roberta,  was  born  Sept.  4,  1925. 

Vo'na  was  born  May  27,  1873;  married  John  L.  Guernsey,  June  7,  1893. 
Their  children  are  LaRue,  born  June  3,  1894;  J.  Herbert,  born  Jan.  26,  1S90, 
married  LaRue  Good  Feb.  25,  1923;  she  died  Jan.  10,  1929.  They  have  two 
girls,  Ruby,  born  July  13,  1924,  and  Mildred,  born  Nov.  13,  1926. 

Bernard  V.,  born  Dec.  2.  1897 ;  married  Mabel  Reasor,  of  Denison,  Iowa, 
May  24,  1924.  Their  children  are  Loraine  Lee,  born  Aug.  13,  1925,  and  Jo  Anne, 
born  July  4,  1929. 

Mabel  Claire,  born  March  30,  1900;  died  Jan.  6,  1902. 


Constance  was  born  Sept.  1.  1902. 

Kathleen  was  born  Oct.  5,  1907. 

Christine  Doris,  born  Dec.  25,  1909. 

Amy  Eftie  Vorhis,  born  Jan.  23,  1875. 

Clarence  Gartin,  born  Nov.  17,  1877 ;  married  Callie  A.  Cree  Oct.  1,  191o. 
Their  son,  Clarence  Dalton,  was  born  March  6,  1915. 
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Lola  was  born  June  27,  1881;  married  Frank  M.  Slagle,  April  15,  1907. 

Their  two  sons  are  Richard  Henry,  born  Feb.  8.  1914,  and  Robert  Hanley,  born 
Aug.  9,  1916.  The  Slagles  live  in  Phoenix,  Arizona.  > 

Mattie,  born  Dec.  2,  1882 ;  married  Schuyler  H.  Tisdale,  Oct.  3,  1916.  Their 
children  are  Marthena  Muriel,  born  March  25,  1918,  and  Frederic  Schuyler, 
born  Jan.  30,  1920.  Mattie  is  the  youngest  child  of  her  generation.  They  live 
near  Troy.  Schuyler  died  Nov.  1.  1929. 

Minerva’s  living  descendants  number  twenty-three. 

The  total  number  of  descendants  of  the  James  and  Jane  Gartin  Swinney 
ha'  ing  been  located  and  mentioned  in  this  being  are  three  hundred  forty-one 
(341.) 

REUNIONS 

The  first  family  reunion  of  the  Swinneys  was  held  in  July,  1894,  at  the 
Harvey  Swinney  farm  home  near  Dunnville  in  honor  of  Estella  Wells,  now  the 
wife  of  Dr.  Temple,  of  Pendleton,  Oregon. 

The  next  reunion  was  held  at  the  same  place  May  11,  1901,  in  honor  of 
Ella  Will  and  six-year-old  son  Lewis,  of  Medical  Lake,  Wash. 

The  next  reunion  was  held  in  1902  when  J.  E.  F.  Patterson  and  wife  were 
visiting  here  and  this  time  at  the  Ira  Swinney  home.  Here  was  the  home 
where  Grandma  Swinney  and  her  children  first  lived  when  coming  to  Iowa* 

On  June  18,  1908,  the  Pattersons  from  Kansas  and  Oklahoma  were  here 
and  another  reunion  was  held  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  Swinney 
(now  Weaver  Park.)  This  was  the  fortieth  wedding  anniversary  of  Harvey 
Swinney  and  wife. 

Thex^ept.  28,  1924,  another  reunion  was  held  at  the  Ira  Swinney  home 
near  Ottumwa  and  an  organization  was  perfected. 

Dr.  Roy  Swinney  was  elected  president  and  the  organization  has  met  an¬ 
nually  at  the  following  homes :  In  1925,  at  the  Isaiah  Swinney  country  home, 
and  again  in  the  same  place  with  Dowell  Hill  and  wife  as  host  and  hostess  in 
1927.  In  1926  the  gathering  was  at  the  J.  L.  Guernsey  home.  In  1928  we 
met  at  the  Mollie  Briggs  home  in  Ottumwa  and  in  1929  at  Weaver  Park  in 
Bloomfield  where  it  was  voted  to  meet  each  year  on  the  first  Sunday  in  August. 
The  presidents  thus  for  have  been  Roy  Swinney,  Boon  Swinney  and  Emma 
Swinney-Walker. 
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